
A New  York church filled and emptied six times on September 11th. The 
owner of a Manhattan tennis shoe store threw  open his doors and gave 
running shoes to those fleeing the towers. People stood in lines to give 
blood, and prayed in sanctuaries for the wounded. 

Britain was different that week. We wept for people we did not know. We 
sent money to families we’ve never seen. Talk show  hosts read scriptures, 
journalists printed prayers. Our focus shifted from fashion hemlines and 
sports scores to orphans, widows and the future of the world. 

We were different that week. Republicans stood next to Democrats. 
Catholics prayed with Jews. Skin colour was covered by the ash of burning 
towers.

We were not as self-centred as we were before September 11th. We were 
not as self-reliant as we were before September 11th. Hands were out, 
knees were bent. This is not normal. And I have to ask the question, “Do we 
want to go back to normal?”

Are we being given a glimpse of a new  way of  life? Are we being reminded 
that power is not in ourselves and the future is not in our bank accounts?

Could this unselfish prayerfulness be the way God intended for us to live all 
along? Maybe this, in his eyes, is the way we are called to live. And 
perhaps the best response to this tragedy is to refuse to go back to normal. 

Perhaps the best response is to follow  the example of Tom Burnet. He was 
a passenger on flight 93. Minutes before the plane crashed in the fields of 
Pennsylvania he reached his wife by cell phone. “We’re all going to die,“ he 
told her, “but there are three of us who are going to do something about it.”

We can do something about it as well. We can resolve to care more. We 
can resolve to pray more. And we can resolve that with God as our helper, 
we’ll never go back to normal again.

A free six-week course learning how  to read and use the Bible. No 
pressure, no expectations, and no cost - free Bible included!
The next course is to run at Chorlton park Adult Education Centre, 
Mauldeth Road West, Chorlton, Manchester, January 29 - March 12, 
2002. The course is free but there are limited places so you must book 
first.
Reserve your place by phoning (0161) 286 6471 or book online at 
www.thebiblecourse.com. Alternatively to book by post, write giving your 
name, address and phone number (and any additional names of people to 
book on the course) to: "The Bible Course", Freepost NWW 1240, 
Manchester, M16 1SA.

Sunday evening Services at 6:00 pm…

DATE SUBJECT SPEAKER(S)

Jan 6 An evening of fellowship Mike Griffiths
Jan 13 He did this just for you Malcolm Storer
Jan 20 Jesus said, “I am the way the truth and the life” Pete Green
Jan 27 An evening of praise John Fane
Feb 3 The radical teachings of Jesus on Repentance Mike Griffiths
Feb 10 Prodigal son Tony Tasker
Feb 17 The radical teachings of Jesus on Love Andrew Campion
Feb 24 An evening of praise Steve Eichhorn
Mar 3 Burning issues: Prejudice John Fane

Regulars:
Sunday  • Breaking of Bread Service 10:30 a.m.  

• Sunday School 2:45 p.m. (From Kids aged 4, up to Adult Discussion Group)
• Evening Service 6:00 p.m. (See above for details)

Tuesday  • Junior Youth club 6:45 p.m.
• “The Bible Course”

7:15 p.m. at Chorlton Adult Education Centre, like everything else 
we do the course is FREE. Ring for details (0161) 286 6471 

Wednesday • Young People’s Bible reading Group 8:00 pm (Held at Various homes)

Thursday • Bible Class 8:00 p.m.
Friday • Senior Youth club 7:30 p.m.
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